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Sources 
Information has been obtained from the internet news sources, particularly BBC News and other local media 
websites, as well as forestry and arboricultural websites. Whilst links were provided to relevant news items from 
2008 onwards, those links may have become redundant and may cease to work over time. There is a separate 
document for fatal accidents. 
 
Investigations 
The few incidents known to have resulted in investigation and/or enforcement action by HSE or local authorities 
are shaded. Inevitably, there will be some omissions and incorrect information – the data is dependent on the 
accuracy of what appears in the press and online. 
 

 
Date Place Injured  Description of incident 

29/01/2002 Milngavie, 
Glasgow 

Angela Henshaw, 12, 
head injuries 

Girl hit by falling tree 

04/2002 Blenheim Palace, 
Oxon 

2 women injured Horse chestnut tree fell during mini-tornado (from 
media report into death of Angela Regoczy, Oct 2002) 

10/2002 Didsbury, 
Manchester 

85 year old man, 
serious leg injuries 

Man trapped when 80’ oak tree fell 

28/10/2002 Bath No injuries Woman and daughter got out of car just before it 
was crushed by 90’ beech tree 

2003 Cannock?  Child hit by falling branch. HSE served Improvement 
Notice July 2003 on Cannock Chase DC – no 
subsequent prosecution. Source – UKTC archive via 
Matthew Chatfield, Countryside Manager, IOW Council 

03/02/2004 Devizes No injuries Register Office closed after tree fell on it and caused 
structural damage 

23/12/2004 Leeds No injuries Tree fell onto back of moving car in high winds 

10/01/2005 Easingwold, 
Yorkshire 

No injuries Man crashed into fallen tree – left the car to return 
home on foot, returned to find car crushed by 
second tree 

13/01/2005 Cumbria No known injuries January storms – at least 500,000 trees blown down 
or damaged just on FC land in Cumbria 

04/07/2005 Llandaff, Cardiff No known injuries Tree fell onto three cars during morning rush hour 

27/07/2005 Guernsey No injuries Tree fell onto parked cars near children’s play area 

28/07/2005 Birmingham 19 injured T3-T4 Tornado, many fallen trees with damage 
caused 

28/09/2005 Aghalee, 
Rasharkin,  
Co Antrim 

No known injuries Many trees uprooted and damage caused in  
freak winds 

29/09/2005 St Austell, 
Cornwall 

No injuries Tree fell and damaged 3 cars. Local carnival passed 
location 1 hour earlier 

15/03/2006 Berkhamsted 2 men suffered 
serious injuries 

Van crushed by falling beech branch 

14/05/2006 Failand, 
Somerset 

Woman suffered 
shock, minor injuries 

4 cars badly damaged in woodland car park when 50’ 
tree fell 
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Date Place Injured  Description of incident 

23/05/2006 Eggbuckland, 
Plymouth 

No injuries Mature elm tree failed in high winds, crushing bus 
stop 

14/09/2006 Leeds No known injuries Many trees uprooted during tornado 

28/11/2006 Bow Street, 
Aberystwyth 

No known injuries Small tornado, trees uprooted, properties damaged 

05/12/2006 Penmaenmawr, 
Conwy 

No known injuries Elderly woman trapped in own home by fallen 150’ 
tree 

11/01/2007 Great Saling, 
Essex 

Decorator uninjured, 
occupants out  

40’ sycamore came down in high gales onto two 
houses 

11/01/2007 Wareham, 
Dorset 

No known injuries Tree fell on car – elderly woman and toddler trapped 

11/01/2007 Southampton No injuries Tree crushed parked car 

12/01/2007 Newcastle-on-
Tyne 

No injuries 40’ tree uprooted and blown onto car in 70 mph 
winds during rush hour  

12/01/2007 Woodley, Berks No injuries Eucalyptus tree fell onto house 

12/01/2007 Kidderminster No known injuries Cars crushed by fallen beech tree 

12/01/2007 No Man’s Heath, 
Warwickshire 

Girl (17) with 
suspected spinal 
and leg injuries 

Car hit by tree 

12/01/2007 Baldock, 
Hertfordshire 

No injuries Tree fell on woman on footpath 

12/01/2007 Sevenoaks No injuries Tree fell on car 

18/01/2007 Various  Countless injuries and near misses during mid-
January storms. 24 listed in HSE reply to FoI request. 

18/01/2007 Southgate, 
London 

Severe spinal and 
psychiatric injuries 

Lecturer walking in college struck when diseased 
copper beech fell in strong winds. College and 
contractors successfully sued November 2009. 

18/01/2007 Barnes, London  Person hit by falling tree branch. Selected for  
HSE investigation 

18/01/2007 Stafford Injuries unknown Woman hit by falling tree on path leading to  
Stafford Castle 

24/01/2007 Bovingdon, Herts 2 women in car with 
minor injuries 

Mature birch fell on car in storms. Many other  
trees down 

26/01/2007 Clumber Park, 
Sherwood Pines 

No known injuries Gales during preceding week. 100,000 trees 
uprooted at FC Sherwood Pines, Clumber Park closed 
for weeks 

01/2007 Woodcote, 
Oxfordshire 

Jason Thatcher (38). 
Severe head injury 
and brain damage  

Tenant struck by short section of falling cedar branch 
in garden. No media report other than for civil claim 
in 2011 
• Get Reading 
• Eigca  

13/02/2007 Bournemouth Man in 30s suffered 
leg injuries 

Workman in road trapped by falling tree from  
private garden 

http://www.getreading.co.uk/news/local-news/injured-postman-in-25m-payout-4212996
http://www.eigca.org/uploads/documents/originals/Trees%20Special%20Report.pdf
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Date Place Injured  Description of incident 

14/02/2007 Rickmansworth  No injuries Train collided with fallen tree 

06/03/2007 Crowhurst, Kent No injuries Train derailed after hitting tree that fell in high winds. 
Other Kent lines also blocked 

04/2007 Balcombe, East 
Sussex 

Doreen Prior (58). 
Concussion and 
head injury  

Woman injured by falling branch from ash tree on 
public footpath. IP sued Envt Agency June 2009 
(result unknown) 

25/06/2007 Exeter Man suffered head 
injuries 

Tree fell onto car on A377  

25/06/2007 Northern Moor, 
Manchester 

Children shocked 
but uninjured 

Tree fell onto minibus carrying children with 
disabilities 

22/08/2007 Wolston, Rugby Beth Thomas, back 
and arm injuries 

60’ willow tree fell, IP struck by branches 

02/12/2007 Esher, Surrey Patient and 4 St John 
Ambulance 
personnel uninjured 

Poplar fell onto ambulance parked at rugby club 

03/12/2007 Plymouth, Devon Van owner 
uninjured 

150’ oak tree fell during storms onto parked van. 
Likely fatality if van had been occupied. 

09/01/2008 St Johnston, Co 
Donegal 

Woman suffered 
bruising to leg 

Car crushed by falling tree near woman’s home 

29/02/2008 Rift Wood, 
Saltburn 

1 woman with 
multiple injuries + 
crushed legs, 1 with 
minor injuries 

Women walking in Italian Gardens when tree came 
down on them in gale force winds 
• Gazette Live  

29/02/2008 Leconfield, East 
Yorkshire 

Man injured Car crushed and driver hospitalised when tree fell on 
A165 in gales 

29/02/2008 Devon No injuries 60 trees brought down in strong winds across Devon 

01/03/2008 Askern, 
Doncaster 

No injuries Falling tree crushed caravan – woman inside escaped 
• BBC News  

01/03/2008 Huntingdon, 
C’bridgeshire 

No injuries 5’ diameter tree fell onto house in high winds 

10/03/2008 Wales, Devon 
and south 

No injuries reported Many trees fell during bad storm across southern 
Britain 

10/03/2008 Wiltshire No injuries reported 34 reports of fallen trees in the county during  
stormy weather 

12/03/2008 Uckfield, East 
Sussex 

No injuries Tree fell onto coach on A26 – no passengers on 
board at the time 

12/03/2008 Brockenhurst, 
Hampshire 

No injuries Cross country train hit tree that had fallen onto 
tracks 

29/04/2008 Frostenden, 
Suffolk 

Neck and chest 
injuries 

Tree branch crashed through windscreen while IP’s 
van was parked in lay-by on A12 
• East Anglian Daily Times  

20/05/2008 Tower Bridge, 
London 

Several passengers 
injured, 4 with 

Bus struck by falling tree. [Woman walking close by 
also killed by same falling tree] 

http://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/2008/03/01/women-trapped-as-winds-bring-down-saltburn-tree-84229-20545465/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/south_yorkshire/7272852.stm
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/21292426.man-injured-falling-tree-branch/
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Date Place Injured  Description of incident 
serious spinal and 
head injuries 

• BBC News  

26/05/2008 Rubery, 
Birmingham 

Neck and back 
injuries 

Large branch crushed car in which IP was travelling 
• BBC News  

26/05/2008 Edgbaston, 
Birmingham 

No injuries Large tree fell onto parked car 

26/05/2008 Ashby St 
Ledgers, 
Daventry 

No injuries Trunk of tree in churchyard snapped after strong 
winds and fell onto parked car 
• Northampton Chronicle  

22/06/2008 Wolverhampton No injuries 30’ tree fell onto house in high winds.  Other 
incidents reported in Wales and north of England in 
summer gales 

13/08/2008 Clapham, South 
London 

2 men in van injured,  
car driver unhurt 

Large tree fell onto van and car in high winds. [Also 
recorded under fatalities]  

13/08/2008 Didsbury, 
Manchester 

No injuries 60’ beech tree uprooted and fell across main road – 
property damage but tree did not strike moving 
vehicles 
• Men Media  

10/11/2008 Grimsby No injuries Tree fell onto unoccupied parked van 

12/12/2008 Emsworth No injuries Pine tree fell on flats and car park 

17/04/2009 Hampstead, 
London 

Arm injury Lime tree fell onto passing lorry 

01/05/2009 Kilburn, London Man sustained head 
injuries 

Driver of minicab hurt when large tree fell on his 
vehicle 

30/03/2010 Edinburgh No injuries Falling tree crushed car – occupants uninjured 

24/08/2010 Manor Wildlife 
Park, Tenby 

Serious head injuries 
to young child,  
head injuries and 
fractures to mother 

Tree fell on mother and child visiting wildlife park. 
Prosecution by Pembroke CC Nov 2012. Manor 
House Wildlife Park Ltd. fined £70,000 and director 
Colin MacDougal a further £4,000. Many media 
reports: 
• BBC News #1  
• BBC News #2  

26/08/2010 Greencombe, 
Exmoor 

Unknown Man trapped under falling tree 
• This is the West Country  

22/05/2011 Wakefield, West 
Yorkshire 

No injuries Various tree failures in high winds 
• Wakefield Express  

23/05/2011 Markinch, Fife Head injuries Man struck by falling tree in strong winds (many 
other incidents, including one fatal) 
• BBC News  

26/05/2011 Battersea, 
London 

No injuries Veteran tree fell, some damage to block of flats. 
• Wandsworth Guardian  

13/06/2011 Widcombe Hill, 
Bath 

Man suffered back 
and chest injuries 

Man struck by outer branches of tree whilst opening 
lock gate on canal. 
• BBC News  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/7410203.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/7421058.stm
http://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/father-seconds-from-death-as-falling-tree-crushes-car-1-927343
http://menmedia.co.uk/southmanchesterreporter/news/s/1062607_motorists_escape_falling_tree
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-south-west-wales-11075647
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-south-west-wales-20451105
http://www.thisisthewestcountry.co.uk/news/somerset_news/8356820.Male_trapped_under_fallen_tree/
http://www.wakefieldexpress.co.uk/news/local/wakefield-news/ain_t_mighty_pretty_in_the_windy_city_1_3425313
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-13523162
http://www.wandsworthguardian.co.uk/news/9053340.Flats_damaged_as_25m_tree_falls_down/?ref=rss
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-13750373
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Date Place Injured  Description of incident 

29/11/2011 Douglas, Isle of 
Man 

No injuries Tree fell onto van in high winds 
• BBC News  

13/12/2011 Winchester Man with minor 
injuries 

Falling tree crashed through roof of house 
• BBC News  

03/01/2012 Elmswell, Suffolk No injuries National Express East Anglia train struck fallen tree 
• BBC News  

03/01/2012 Mortimer, 
Berkshire 

No injuries First Great Western train struck fallen tree. Other 
incidents in Warwickshire. 
• BBC News  

03/01/2012 Witley, Surrey Andrew Cavanagh, 
57, head injury and 
fractures 

Bus driver injured when large lime tree fell onto his 
vehicle on A283 in strong winds.  
• BBC News 
• Get Surrey   
Important civil case Dec 2016 and appeal October 
2018 
• Trees.org.uk  
• Barrell Tree Care  

05/01/2012 Small Dole, West 
Sussex 

Woman suffered leg 
injury 

Motor cyclist struck fallen branch and came off bike. 
• BBC News 

05/01/2012 Dunkeld, 
Perthshire 

2 rail passengers 
minor injuries 

Scotrail train hit a fallen tree 
• BBC News  

05/01/2012 Shenley, nr 
Watford 

Woman and child 
with minor injuries 

Tree fell on car in high winds 
• Borehamwood Times  

05/01/2012 Eaglescliffe, 
Teesside 

2 women with minor 
injuries 

Tree fell onto car in high winds. Several roads 
blocked by fallen trees in North East. 
• The Northern Echo  

16/03/2012 Sheffield No injuries Poplar fell onto Broomhall Road, damage to vehicles 
• The Star  

29/04/2012 Odiham, 
Hampshire 

Serious but not life 
threatening (later 
reports – minor) 

Tree fell onto van being driven by police officer, 
Dunley’s Hill 
• BBC News 
• Police Oracle  

30/04/2012 Mountain Ash, 
Wales; 
Devon 

Tree fell onto 
conservatory 

Many trees blown down in strong winds 
• BBC News #1 
• BBC News #2 

05/12 Tulse Hill, 
London 

Driver and two 
passengers suffered 
miscellaneous 
injuries 

Plane tree fell onto minicab on S Circular Road. Civil 
case March 2017. 
• Standard  
• 9goughsquare 

07/06/2012 Tavistock, Devon Minor injuries to 
woman and 2 
children 

Beech tree fell onto passing car in strong winds 
• BBC News 

30/01/2013 Chadderton, Gtr 
Manchester 

Man knocked 
unconscious  

Tree fell in high winds 
• BBC News  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-isle-of-man-15954251
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-16155293
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-suffolk-16391700
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-berkshire-16391348
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-surrey-16392871
http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/bus-driver-left-horrific-injuries-12285767
https://www.trees.org.uk/News-Blog/Latest-News/Witley-Parish-Council-v-Cavanagh-2018-%E2%80%93-a-legal
https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/BTC136-Cavanagh-Briefing-Note-260119-Updated-031019.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-sussex-16426503
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-16406196
http://www.borehamwoodtimes.co.uk/news/9453934.Tree_blown_over_in_high_winds_falls_on_car/
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/9452643.Women_rescued_in_Eaglescliffe_after_falling_tree_traps_them_in_car/
http://www.thestar.co.uk/community/it-s-lucky-nobody-died-1-4352498
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-17887153
http://www.policeoracle.com/news/Roads+Policing/2012/Apr/30/Tree-Fall-Traps-Officer-In-Police-Van_47912.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-17891365
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-south-east-wales-17896498
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/tfl-to-pay-thousands-in-damages-after-minicab-trio-crushed-by-tree-a3491396.html
http://www.9goughsquare.co.uk/news/1291/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-18363905
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-21266682
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Date Place Injured  Description of incident 

30/01/2013 Ince, Wigan Property damage Tree fell onto roof of house in high winds 
• BBC News  

07/06/2013 Kensington, 
London 

None, damage to 
cars 

Large poplar fell into street, close to adventure 
playground 
• Daily Mail  

07/06/2013 Arundel, West 
Sussex 

None, damage to 
cars 

Ash tree fell onto parked cars 
• West Sussex Today  

09/06/2013 Clifton, Bristol None, damage to 
cars 

Tree of Heaven fell in middle of night 
• This is Bristol  

27/07/2013 Melton 
Mowbray, 
Leicestershire 

Minor property 
damage 

Rotten mature ash tree fell into garden 
• BBC News  

29/07/2013 Coppergate 
Centre, York 

None other than 
shock 

Large branch from horse chestnut fell in shopping 
centre – two young children under branch but 
unharmed 
• York Press  

14/09/2013 Wolterton, 
Norfolk 

2 women, minor 
injuries 

Oak tree fell across road onto passing car 
• BBC News  

18/12/2013 Near Rugby, 
Warwickshire 

Man with face and 
chest injuries, 2 
others with minor 
injuries 

Tree fell onto car travelling on A45 in strong winds 
• BBC News 
Civil court case 25 Sept 2019 

18/12/2013 Various No major injuries Many trees blown over in storm conditions, 2 
incidents with trains running into fallen trees 
• BBC News #1 
• BBC News #2 

22/12/2013 Llanbedr, 
Gwynedd 

No injuries but some 
property damage 

Storm front with very high winds caused damage to 
woods and uprooted trees 
• BBC News  

24/12/2013 Black Country, 
West Midlands 

Property damage Many incidents with fallen trees in storms 
• BBC News  

20/04/2014 Hindley, Wigan Child with broken 
leg, 3 others with 
minor injuries 

Large tree failed in pub beer garden 
• BBC News 
• Manchester Evening News  

12/06/2014 Willesden Green, 
NW London 

Man (70’s) seriously 
injured 

Woman killed in same incident. People waiting for 
bus when tree branch fell 
• Standard  

21/10/2014 Belgravia, 
London 

Carlos Silva, 30, 
builder, critical head 
injury + leg and 
chest injuries 

Builder on break struck by falling tree – Eaton Place, 
Belgravia 
• Standard  

21/10/2014 Southwark, 
London 

Driver and 6 
passengers in 
minicab, no major 
injuries 

Minicab hit by falling tree, Southwark Street, 
Southwark 
• Standard  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-21266682
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2337533/Huge-tree-flattens-cars-narrowly-missing-playground-exclusive-London-square.html
http://www.westsussextoday.co.uk/news/county-news/cars-are-crushed-by-falling-tree-in-arundel-1-5173093
http://www.thisisbristol.co.uk/Clifton-residents-evacuated-tree-tumbles/story-19239539-detail/story.html#axzz2WYgXToL5
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leicestershire-23490040
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/10576600.Miraculous_escape_for_two_sm..._huge_branch_falls_from_tree_in_York_city_centre/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-norfolk-24116694
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-coventry-warwickshire-25439851
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-25440928
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-25440292
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-north-west-wales-25479920
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-25504704
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-27098533
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/four-injured-wigan-20-ft-tree-7011970
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/woman-56-killed-by-falling-branch-in-front-of-children-as-she-waited-for-a-bus-near-school-9525191.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/police-blocked-traffic-but-not-pavement-where-woman-was-killed-by-tree-in-storm-9810254.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/minicab-driver-and-six-passengers-escape-unscathed-as-tree-falls-on-minicab-in-southwark-9807992.html


Injuries and near miss incidents due to falling trees 2002–2025 

SL/MD 171025  7 

Date Place Injured  Description of incident 

21/10/2014 Southwick, 
Brighton 

3 women taken to 
hospital, injuries 
unknown 

Women injured by falling Lombardy poplar in high 
winds in Brighton park 
• The Guardian  
• The Argus  

28/01/2015 Arrowe Park, 
Wirral 

Unknown Falling beech tree, see Nov 2016 
• BBC News 

29/01/2015 Southampton 
Common, 
Southampton 

No injuries 8 vehicles damaged by falling tree in pub car park 
• BBC News  

31/03/2015 Weoley Castle, 
Birmingham 

Man critically injured Car crushed by tree brought down in high winds 
• BBC News  
• Birmingham Mail  

10/07/2015 Richmond Park Sacha Saucek (7). 
Serious head and 
many other injuries 

Boy on school trip struck by large falling branch 
• Standard  
• Your Local Guardian 

09/12/2015 Galashiels, 
Borders 

57 year old with 
serious leg injuries, 
27 year old minor 
injuries 

Men struck by falling tree after leaving bus 
• BBC News  

06/07/2016 Muddy Hands 
Forest School, 
Warrington 

Noah Wood (10). # 
pelvis, femur, ribs, 
punctured lung, 
head injury 

Boy struck by falling branch at forest school 
• Daily Mail 
• Warrington Guardian 

10/07/2016 Chertsey, Surrey 4 taken to hospital – 
man later died of 
injuries 

Several motorists or passengers injured when large 
tree fell on busy road 
• Get Surrey  
• BBC News  

17/07/2016 Heaton Mersey, 
Manchester 

Elderly woman , 
minor injuries 

Small tree fell onto passing car 
• Manchester Evening News  

25/07/2016 Cannock Chase, 
Staffs 

Faith Molineux (8), 
serious injuries to 
face and arm 

Falling branch struck windscreen and injured girl in 
back of passing vehicle 
• Metro 
• Birmingham Mail  

09/08/2016 Vire Island, 
Totnes, Devon 

Wendy Thrippleton, 
51, injuries to legs, 
stomach and elbow 

Branch from chestnut tree  fell onto park bench 
where she was sitting 
• The Sun  

15/08/2016 Plas Newydd, 
Anglesey 

Amy Brooke, 18. 
Serious back injuries 

Teenager injured when struck by falling branch at 
National Trust garden 
• BBC News 
• Telegraph   

08/2016 Lyme Park, 
Cheshire 

Joanna Parker – 
severe, life-changing 
injuries 

Initial verbal report from National Trust at VSCG 
meeting. Woman struck by falling branch of horse 
chestnut, affected by bleeding canker, suffering 
catastrophic injuries. Civil case decided May 2021 – 
NT found to have discharged its duty to take 
reasonable care. Insurers’ articles provide detail on 
the arguments presented. 

http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/oct/21/woman-killed-falling-tree-london-uk-storms-hurricane-gonzalo
http://www.theargus.co.uk/news/11548260.UPDATED__Three_women_freed_after_tree_falls_on_them_in_Southwick_Recreation_Ground/?ref=mr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-merseyside-49729431
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-31034325
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-32133368
http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/weoley-castle-tree-fall-leaves-8957959
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/boy-in-critical-condition-after-being-hit-by-tree-branch-on-school-trip-to-richmond-park-10380980.html
http://www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk/news/13495126.Boy_hit_by_falling_branch_in_Richmond_Park_opens_his_eyes/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-south-scotland-35055986
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3677161/Boy-10-left-fighting-life-crushed-huge-falling-branch-forest-adventure-park-breaking-pelvis-femur-ribs-puncturing-lung.html#comments
http://www.warringtonguardian.co.uk/news/14599672._Freak__accident_at_forest_school_leaves_youngster_with_serious_injuries/
http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/six-motorists-injured-after-tree-11593701
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-surrey-36795884
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/local-news/gardeners-stockport-help-rescue-elderly-11620179
https://metro.co.uk/2016/07/31/girls-miracle-escape-after-falling-tree-branch-nearly-killed-her-6040876/amp/
http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/girl-airlifted-hospital-after-branch-11663069
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/1629295/musician-had-near-miss-after-falling-tree-branch-pinned-her-to-park-bench-but-somehow-left-her-without-serious-injury/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-north-west-wales-37083889
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/08/15/teenager-left-with-broken-back-after-tree-falls-on-her-while-vis/
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Date Place Injured  Description of incident 
• Local Government Lawyer 
• Blm Law 
• Zurich  
• DWF Group 
• Qtra (has link to full judgement) 

06/10/2016 Didsbury, 
Manchester 

Damage to vehicles Large tree fell onto parked cars 
• Manchester Evening News  

10/11/2016 Arrowe Park, 
Wirral 

Elizabeth Stear 
struck on abdomen 

Branch from horse chestnut fell onto car, driver 
injured, unborn baby delivered in hospital but died 
shortly after. HSE prosecution Wirral BC July 2020. 
• BBC News  
• Metro  

03/08/2017 Dibden, 
Southampton 

Man, 40s, life 
threatening injuries 

Golf course worker crushed by falling tree whilst on 
ride-on lawnmower 
• BBC News  

25/10/2017 Crawley, West 
Sussex 

No-one injured Large oak tree fell onto house 
• Daily Mail  

03/01/2018 Hinton Admiral, 
Dorset 

2 men injured Tree fell onto roof of moving car on A35 
• BBC News  

01/03/2018 Blackley, 
Manchester 

2 teenagers injured, 
serious but not life 
threatening injuries 

Teenagers struck by falling conifer in high winds and 
severe winter conditions 
• Manchester Evening News  

30/06/2018 St Cleer, 
Cornwall 

No injuries Falling beech tree wrecked roof of community centre 
• BBC News  

19/09/2018 Newhaven Road, 
Edinburgh 

Child injured, 
injuries unknown 
but not life 
threatening 

Pupil struck by falling branch at primary school 
• BBC News 

19/09/2018 Slieve Gullion 
Forest Park, Co 
Armagh 

Man seriously 
injured killed by 
falling beech tree 
during Storm Ali 
whilst at work (not 
on trees). 

Manager employed by Lagan Construction Ltd. at 
work (but not on trees) during Storm Ali, struck by 
falling beech tree. Another employee, Matthew 
Campbell, fatally injured in same incident. HSENI 
prosecuted Council and construction firm in 2024 
• BBC News 

13/10/2018 Market Drayton, 
Shropshire 

Woman, serious 
head injuries 

Part of tree fractured and fell onto elderly woman in 
town centre 
• BBC News  

08/02/2019 Buckfastleigh, 
Devon 

Woman, minor 
injuries 

Woman driver injured by falling tree on A384; man 
killed in same incident 
• BBC News  

08/02/2019 Poole, Dorset No injuries Tree fell onto bus in Ringwood Road 
• BBC News  

16/03/2019 Crawley, West 
Sussex 

Man in house 
suffered non-serious 
head injury  

Oak tree fell onto house in high winds 
• BBC News  

https://www.localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk/property/313-property-features/47457-tree-safety-management-and-a-landowner-s-duty-of-care
https://www.blmlaw.com/images/uploaded/File/judgment_v2.pdf
https://www.zurich.co.uk/news-and-insight/the-extent-of-duty-of-care-in-tree-maintenance
https://dwfgroup.com/en/news-and-insights/insights/2021/10/occupier-not-liable-for-injuries-sustained-by-falling-tree-branch
https://www.qtra.co.uk/cms/index.php?section=168
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/barlow-moor-road-tree-didsbury-11986591
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-merseyside-49729431
https://metro.co.uk/2019/09/17/unborn-baby-died-tree-branch-fell-crushed-pregnant-womans-audi-10758080/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-40814709
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5015673/Lucky-escape-family-50ft-oak-tree-smashes-home.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-42551369
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/two-teenagers-seriously-injured-falling-14357220
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cornwall-44674616
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-45591853
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-68666654
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-shropshire-45864168
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-47169089
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-dorset-47171223
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-sussex-47595902
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01/05/2019 Old Colwyn, 
North Wales 

Teenage boy, 
serious but not life 
threatening injuries 

Falling branch struck pupil walking to school 
• ITV  

15/07/2019 Manea, 
Cambridgeshire 

Man suffered minor 
injuries 

Large chestnut tree fell onto parked car, injured 
occupant 
• BBC News  

10/08/2019 Great Billing, 
N’thamptonshire 

No injuries Large branch fell across main entrance to church 
• Northampton Chronicle  

04/07/2020 Ealing, London No injuries Large tree fell in busy urban area 
• Independent  

23/07/2020 Leyton, London 3 people with 
unknown injuries 

Tree fell in urban part of East London 
• Metro  

22/09/2020 Golspie, 
Sutherland 

No injuries Campervan in car park crushed by tree  
• BBC News  

11/03/2021 Erith, Greater 
London 

Girl, injuries 
unknown 

Girl trapped by branches of fallen tree outside school 
• Standard 

28/04/2021 Stapenhill 
Gardens, Burton-
on-Trent 

Serious injuries Man struck by falling tree branch from Lombardy 
poplar 
• Stoke Sentinel  
• Staffordshire Live  

08/07/2021 Bitterne, 
Southampton 

8 year old girl 
seriously injured, leg 
amputated 

Girl out jogging with father when decayed lime tree 
fell on her. In Jan 2023, BUPA Care Homes Ltd. was 
prosecuted by HSE for lack of system for tree safety 
management, breach of HSW s3(1). Company fined 
£400,000, costs of over £3,000. 
• HSE  

30/07/2021 Ubbeston, 
Suffolk 

2 women with 
serious injuries  

Women at outdoor party struck by falling oak tree 
• BBC News  

19/02/2022 Farleigh Wick, 
Bradford-on-
Avon, Wiltshire 

Driver seriously 
injured, 2 
passengers taken to 
hospital 

Car collided with fallen tree during Storm Eunice 
• BBC News  

19/02/2022 Bedford Woman injured, 
baby unharmed 

Woman hit by tree during Storm Eunice 
• BBC News 

06/10/2022 Sale, Manchester Daniel Smart 
seriously injured 

Two men struck by falling tree. 
• Manchester Evening News  

17/01/2023 Richhill, Co 
Armagh 

Bus driver suffered 
cuts and bruises, 
child passengers 
uninjured 

School bus struck by falling tree in high winds 
• Armaghi  

17/02/2023 Endcliffe Vale 
Road, Sheffield 

Man, taken hospital 
with serious injuries 

Large tree fell during Storm Otto 
• ITV  

https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2019-05-01/boy-airlifted-to-hospital-after-tree-falls-on-him-outside-school-in-colwyn-bay/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cambridgeshire-48989700
https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/people/northampton-church-still-open-for-service-after-miraculous-miss-by-giant-falling-tree-branch-1-9034757
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/falling-tree-london-ealing-twitter-wind-weather-latest-a9602841.html
https://metro.co.uk/2020/07/24/three-people-rushed-hospital-crushed-falling-tree-13032130/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-54391025
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/london-schoolgirl-crushed-tree-erith-b923635.html
https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/stoke-on-trent-news/man-seriously-injured-falling-tree-5353253
https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/stoke-on-trent-news/man-seriously-injured-falling-tree-5353253
https://www.staffordshire-live.co.uk/news/burton-news/major-changes-planned-stapenhill-gardens-5588060
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-suffolk-58034680
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60439651
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60439651
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/darnell-cordingley-inquest-tree-falling-29743449
https://armaghi.com/news/richhill-news/driver-injured-as-tree-falls-on-school-bus-carrying-six-children-in-richhill/196799
https://www.itv.com/news/calendar/2023-02-17/man-seriously-injured-after-tree-falls-in-storm-otto
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07/06/2023 Thirsk, North 
Yorkshire 

Malcolm Myers, 63 – 
trauma injury and 
concussion 

Man walking on footpath when struck by falling 
horse chestnut branch 
• BBC News  

21/09/2023 Fulham Palace 
Road, London 

Woman, 30s – head, 
neck and back 
injuries 

Woman struck by falling tree 
• Standard  

28/12/2023 Broughty Ferry, 
on Dundee to 
Glasgow line 

Driver uninjured but 
shocked 

Train driver’s cabin struck by falling tree during 
Storm Gerrit 
• The Guardian and others 
RAIB report issued Dec ‘24 
• BBC News 
• GOV.UK 

02/01/2024 Orpington, Kent Woman injured and 
hospitalised 

Woman struck by falling tree - Storm Henk 
• BBC News  

24/11/2024 Milton Earnest, 
Bedfordshire 

Driver with minor 
injuries, shock 

Tree fell on driver on A6 
• BBC News  

09/12/2024 Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire 

Man critically injured Cedar tree uprooted and fell onto man during Storm 
Darragh 
• BBC News #1  
• BBC News #2  

02/06/2025 Thames Path, 
Barnes 

Woman suffered 
injuries to arm and 
shoulder 

Runner on riverside path struck by falling tree 
• BBC News  

28/06/2025 Chalkwell Park, 
Southend-on-Sea 

Child critically 
injured (in stable 
condition 27.08.25) 

6 year old child struck by falling tree in park  
(same incident resulted in death of Leonna Ruka) 
• BBC News #1 
• BBC News #2 

04/08/2025 Malton, North 
Yorkshire 

Two elderly people 
seriously injured by 
falling tree 

Large tree branch fell onto car during Storm Floris 
• BBC News  

05/10/2025 Plymouth, Devon Woman and child – 
no serious injuries 

Woman and child trapped in car by falling tree 
• BBC News  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-york-north-yorkshire-65892203
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/fulham-palace-road-tree-collapse-woman-injured-greg-hands-met-b1108673.html
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/dec/27/uk-weather-christmas-travellers-warned-of-storm-gerrit-hazards
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgm9nrvwmkjo
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/report-132024-collision-between-a-passenger-train-and-a-fallen-tree-at-broughty-ferry
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-67868473
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0k8m0memy6o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgr4jpjjk5o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm2l1n1l4ezo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c780jgp95n9o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3d112enym0o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm2mkp5m8rpo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpv0rzn3y8lo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgq7pvqezvo
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